- o isabella Ste_wart

sabella Stewart Gardner alded
by character actress, shares tales
of art and adventure in Billerica

By DENNIS SHAUGHNESSEY
Sun Staff :

not- partlcularly fond of the p;;_'ess

: “I’m suspicious of reporters,” she said.

“The Boston T}-anscmpt has not at all treated me -

faitly in recent days.” ,
The reference was to Fiumors of a scandal that

durlng the last year. It

“Sbe led zm

- geems that Gardner the
: . -Beacon Hlll‘”_ co]lecter
ﬂmﬂzmg l?f diibbed “The Patronessof ]

the Arts,” hiad four la.rge
- crates of artwork’ and .
- other antiquities-pags
through custoins from
e ‘ Italy to the United States,
She had entrusted the crates to a friend who.
sard they were. ﬁlled with household goods val-
ued at $8,000. When the crates were opeied, "

Actress Jessa Pfafa

‘Gardner

_customs representatwes discoverad the treasure
‘and fined Gardneér $153,000. for trying to cir-

cumvent the tariffs.
“But please do not think 1;00 harshly of me,”

she told her audience during a visit to the Biller-

ica Memorlal Library thls week. “In fact, I Just

=Piease seb GARDNER/10

USEUM PircE, IN

have gurrounded Gardner

3 [LLERICA — Isabella Stewart Gardner is 4o o

‘ LIVING LEGEND Dr_ e.0c
fan, gloves choker and velf ac :
portrays Boston socialite and art collector IsabeHa-'
Stewart Gardner at the Billerica Memorle! lerary

Tuesday mght
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'Gardner:portrayal shows .
personality behind legend

GARDNER/From Page 9

wrote out my first payment of
$12,075 in April and thought
to myself, " Who shall get the

. 1ast Taugh?"”

Fiver the Boston arigtocrat,
Gardner indulged in a full-
blown name-dropping session
about her illustrious eirele of
friends, while chronicling the
humble beginnings of Fen-
way Court, which she hopes
will someday be known as the

Isabella Gardner Muséum ih

Boston.

Dressed in an elegant
black Victorian dress, choker
necklace, three-quarter-
length gloves and veiled bon-

Teét, the Boston socialite

warmed quickly to the 40 or
so library patrons. '

. The group listened with,
rapt attention as Gardner
described her trips around
the world in séarch of art and
adveriture, vigiting such
places as London Paris,
Venice, Rameé and parts of
Asia, including a Journey -
through Cambndla on oxX oart

came to l1fe agam on ’I‘uesday

[ "had very goud 1ntentions i :

evening, courtesy of charac-
ter actress Jessa Piaia of
Cambridge. '

Piaia knows her subject
well and takes on the persona
of Gardner, even when taking
questions froin the audience.
The discourse seems natural
and unrehearsed, as if she is
telling the story for the first
time. When she stumbles
over her words, which is rare,
it only adds to the realism.

Gardner is only one of the
characters partrayed by Piaia
as part of her Wormen In His-
tory series. She also depicts
such notables as Amelia
Barhart, Clara Barton and
Susan B, Anthony.

Piaia, who works in the His-
tory Department at Harvard
University, has been perform-
ing at educational institutions,

museurss, publie libraries, his- ‘

torical socleties, worship set-
vices and women's groups and

- organizations for many years.
- Bhe coturits Gardner’s charac-
o "ter ag-one of her favoritas.

' “I bellg’s charagter is con-
1ving as I do more
0 _dlscover more

in the process. She _

died on July 17, 1924, but

ELEGANT ARTISTRY:

essa Plaia portrays lsabeila Stéwart
Gardner at the Bil!eriga Memorial Library.
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