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April 4, 2024

To Whom it May Concern:

The Hopkinton Garden Club invited character reenactor Jessa Piaia, to present a dramatic portrayal of Isabella
Stewart Gardner (1840-1924) in “A Visit with Isabella Stewart Gardner: America’s First Patroness of the Arts”
at Hopkinton Public Library on Tuesday, April 2nd as part of our 100th anniversary celebration. The
presentation was co-sponsored by Hopkinton Public Library, free and open to the public.

This is the second time we invited Jessa to do this (our first time was in 2014).

She adeptly brought us back into time, to April 2, 1910, and delighted the audience with her fictional
travel to Hopkinton, and the difficulty of getting here - at the top speed limit of 8 miles per hour! Many

time period/Isabella Stewart Gardner facts sprinkled into her presentation provided a reality check for
us folks in 2024, as well as some great laughter!

The audience was enthralled with her performance. Her costume and props propelled our time travel.
There were several questions on topics she hadn’t covered, and her breadth of knowledge of Isabella

Stewart Gardner really shone in her responses, with very specific details. Several folks took the time to
peruse memorabilia so nicely displayed.

[ received many compliments on Jessa’s presentation at the close of the event, as well as texts and calls
after - including from my neighbor, whose 11-year-old daughter also thoroughly enjoyed the evening

(and was now looking forward to seeing the famous hanging nasturtiums at the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum next week)!

[ highly recommend Jessa Piaia for her dramatic portrayal of [sabella Stewart Gardner!
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Kathy Hinds

Co-President, Hopkinton Garden Club

Hopkinton Garden Club is a 501¢3 nonprofit, founded in 1924, an affiliate of The Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts.
Our mission is to promote the teaching and advancement of gardening, horticulture, and floral design; to develop an interest and
encourage participation in the town’s beautification; and to foster sustainable gardening and conservation efforts.



